
 

 



 

 



 

 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 27, 2026 ~ 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

PRELUDE                                                                              

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Please stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love  
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN                           ELW #685 
Take My Life, That I May Be 

 
 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.                
C  And also with you. 
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KYRIE         
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HYMN OF PRAISE         

(con’t) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. 

Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, 
and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  

C Amen. 
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Please sit 

READING     Colossians 3:9-17 

A   A reading from Colossians. 
 

 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self 
 with its practices 10 and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is 
 being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11 In that 
 renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
 barbarian, Scythian, enslaved and free, but Christ is all and in all! 
   12 Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves 
 with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with 
 one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each 
 other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 Above 
 all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 
 harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 
 you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ 
 dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and 
 with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to 
 God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 
 the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  

 
A The word of the Lord.     
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 



7 

 

GOSPEL             John 1:1-3, 14. 
 

 

P The Gospel according to John, the first chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
   1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
 Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came 
 into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
 What has come into being 
   14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
 glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  
  
P The Gospel of the Lord           
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please sit 

SERMON                             Reflections on Niagra 
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Please stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY             How Great Thou Art                             ELW #856 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS 
A   Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, 
 confident that God hears us.  
 
A         Lord, in your mercy,  
C   hear our prayer. 
 

A   Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and 
whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  

C         Amen. 

 
PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with  you always. 
C And also with you. 

 
Please Sit 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                                               Adult Choir  
Carole Bockey, organ 

 

I Will Praise the Name of the Lord  -Young 
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Please stand 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Please sit 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
 

COMMUNION 
All are welcome to share in communion this morning! Gluten-free wafers are available if 
needed. White grape juice is available in the center of the tray. If  you would like to have 
communion brought to you in the pew, please don't hesitate to raise your hand to catch the 
traveling server's attention and also let the usher know. If you have questions about 
communion, contact Pastor Brad at: pastorbrad@epiphany-lutheran.com. 
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COMMUNION HYMN                 ELW #767 
Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me 

 
Please stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of the bread and wine 

that we have shared, strengthen us and unite us in bonds of love and peace. 
C Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A  Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and  
  abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
  Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the  
  way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
C    Amen 

 
WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE WEEK 

 
Please stand  

CLOSING HYMN                Lead On, O King Eternal                        ELW #805 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.              C Thanks be to God. 
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