We hope you feel welcomed by our community, inspired by the message

of Jesus today and excited to live that out in the coming week




Welcome To Worship

WORSHIP

Worship is a big deal to us.
Something happens in us
and through us when we
gather. Jesus said it this
way: “For where two or
three are gathered in my
name, I am there among
them.” When we gather
together for worship we can
experience the presence of
God in a way that we can’t
on our own. It isn’t just
about learning and it
certainly isn’t about getting
on God’s good side.
Worship is a corporate way
to personally experience (be
in relationship with) God
and others. Welcome!

GIVE

Want an easy way to give
digitally? Scan the QR code
below and head to the give
page of our website for all

the info!
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CONNECT

The best way to stay
connected to Epiphany is
to sign up to receive our
twice per week emails we

call “Connect”. On
Tuesday and Friday we
send out the latest
information about our

ministries, worship, events
and more.

You can see our most
recent emails by scanning
this QR Code and
following the link. If you
wish, you can even sign up
to receive Connect for
yourself! The sign up form
is on the same page. Open
your phone's camera and
scan the code below to stay
connected!
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EPIPHANY

NEW

If you are new to Epiphany
we want to tell you a little
about us. We hope to be a
church that focuses on the
love of Jesus, invites you to
follow Jesus in the way you
live and seeks to spread that
invitation to all people,
including those in the
LGBTQIA+ community, all
family types, ethnicities,
ages and social classes. We
want to follow Jesus and
passionately proclaim that
his love is for all. If you
wish to know more about
our welcome and inclusion
statement, visit us here.

We would love to hear a
lictle bit about you. Scan the
QR code below for an easy
way to let us know what
you think or ask us a
question.
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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 20, 2026 ~9:00 a.m.

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.
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OPENING HYMN ELW #807
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev - ’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;

2

Here 1

raise my Eb-en - e - zer: “Hith-er by

thy help [I've come”;

3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of  mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at home.
let  that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heartto thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love.
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teach me ev - er

he, to

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735—

to

1790, alt.

it;

a - dore thee; may I
res - cue me from dan- ger,
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal

still

in - ter - posed his

seal it for

Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813

GREETING
P

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C

And also with you.

thy good-ness prove.

pre-cious blood.

thy courts a - bove.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our sal - va - tion, let wus
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pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the u - m - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.
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men.




HYMN OF PRAISE
0 Refrain . . . .
eSS ——————.
Thisis the feast of vic - to-ry for our God. Al-le -
q&g | r—— = | 1 ——
& ———=—Ff g !'_r L =
lu - 1a, al -le - lu - 1a, al -le -lu - 1a.
9. I I ! — ! ! I
I
1 Wor-thy is  Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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strength, and hon - or, bless-ing, and glo-ry are  his.
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lu - ia, al -le - lu-ia, al -le -lu - 1a.

(con’t)
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2 Sing with  all the peo-ple of God, and join in the
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hymn of  all cre - a-tion: Bless-ing, hon-or, glo -1y, and
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might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er A - men.
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Al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le-lu - 1a.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to

us your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your
merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.



Please sit

READING Jonah 3:10-4:11

A

a >

A reading from Jonah.

""When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from
their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said
he would bring upon them, and he did not do it.

*1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. > He prayed
to the LorD and said, “O Lorb! Is not this what I said while I was still in
my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew
that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in
steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 3 And now, O LORD, please
take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” * And the
LoRD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” > Then Jonah went out of the
city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat
under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

% The Lorp God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give
shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very
happy about the bush. " But when dawn came up the next day, God
appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. * When the sun
rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of
Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better
for me to die than to live.”

? But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?”
And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” '° Then the LoRD said, “You are
concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did
not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. '' And
should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are
more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their
right hand from their left and also many animals?”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Please stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le - Iu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?

| C——
Y 4N I I .| I I P
%ﬁj—‘_i I'
I

You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le -
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GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16.
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The Gospel according to Matthew, the twentieth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner
who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. > After
agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his
vineyard. * When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing
idle in the marketplace, *and he said to them, “You also go into the
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. > When he
went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. ® And
about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he
said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ ' They said to him,
‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into the
vineyard.” ® When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the
last and then going to the first.” ~ When those hired about five o’clock
came, each of them received a denarius. '° Now when the first came, they
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a
denarius. "' And when they received it, they grumbled against the
landowner, '* saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the
scorching heat.” '’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you
no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? '* Take what belongs
to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. '> Am
I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you
envious because I am generous?” '® So the last will be first, and the first
will be last.”

The Gospel of the Lord C Praise to you, O Christ.



Please sit
SERMON Pastor Brad Gee
Please stand
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #801
Change My Heart, O God
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Change my heart, O  God; make it ev-er true.
End
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Change my heart, O  God; may I be like you.
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You are the pot - ter; I  am the clay.
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Mold me and make  me; this is what 1 pray.

Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953
Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa
Text and music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyeard Publishing, admin. Music Services



APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
A Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers,
confident that God hears us.

A Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

A Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and
whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

C Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please Sit
SPECIAL MUSIC Adult Choir

Simply Trusting -Stiles/Pethel
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Please stand

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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san-na in the high-est. Ho - san - na in the high - est.
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Please sit
LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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n J }
)" A | I | ) Il | Il | |
B (e e e e - S . c—r T T ——— i
: g o " e ® o e oo
sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION

All are welcome to share in communion this morning! Gluten-free wafers are available if
needed. White grape juice is available in the center of the tray. If you would like to have
communion brought to you in the pew, please don't hesitate to raise your hand to catch the
traveling server's attention and also let the usher know. If you have questions about
communion, contact Pastor Brad at: pastorbrad@epiphany-lutheran.com.

Music: Bread of Life, Jeremy Young, b. 1948

Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.



12

COMMUNION HYMN ELW #599
Lord Jesus, Think on Me

0 4 . .
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1 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, and purge a - way my sin;
2 Lord Je - sus, think on me, by  anx - ious thoughts op - pressed;
3 Lord Je - sus, think on me, nor let me go a - stray;
4 Lord Je - sus, think on me, that, when the flood is  past,
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from self - ish pas-sions set me free and make me pure with-in.
let me your lov-ing ser - vant be and taste your prom-ised rest.
through dark-ness and per - plex - i - ty point out your cho - sen way.
I may the e-ter - nal bright-ness see and share your joy at last.

Text: Synesius of Cyrene, 375-430; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808-1896, alt.
Music: SOUTHWELL, W. Daman, The Psalmes of Dauid, 1579, alt.

Please stand

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of the bread and wine
that we have shared, strengthen us and unite us in bonds of love and peace.

C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

C Amen

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE WEEK
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Please stand

CLOSING HYMN We Are Called ELW #720
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1 Come! Live in the light!
2 Comel! O - pen your heart!
3 Sing! Sing a  new song!
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Shine  with the joy and the love of the Lord! We are
Show your. .. mer - cy to  all those in fear! We are
Sing of that great day when all will be one! God will
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ha - tred and blind-ness . .. will be . .. no more.
sis-ters and broth-ers. ... u - nit-ed in love.
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oth - er, to walk hum - bly with  God.

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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