
 

 



 

 



 

 

Third Sunday in Lent 
March 8, 2026 ~ 9:00 a.m. 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy       
endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For failing to recognize your coming reign, 
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For disregarding voices from the margin, 
and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 
and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of 
God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, 
pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. 
Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN                        ELW #335 
Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 

 
 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.                
C  And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our 

thirst and wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink 
from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

 
Please sit 

READING     Genesis 32:24-28 

A   A reading from Genesis. 
 
  

24 Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 
 When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on 
 the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 
 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will 
 not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, “What is your 
 name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be 
 called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans and 
 have prevailed.”  
 

A The word of the Lord.    
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         
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GOSPEL             Matthew 14:28-31 
 

P The Gospel according to Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
   
 28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on 
 the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started 
 walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the 
 strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, 
 “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught 
 him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”  
 
P The Gospel of the Lord            
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please sit 

SERMON                                      Pastor Brad Gee 
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ease stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY               ELW #327 vs.1,2,4 
Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS 
A   Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray 
 for the world and its needs.  
 

A         Lord, in your mercy,  
C   hear our prayer. 
 

A   Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and 
salvation.  

C         Amen. 

 
PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with  you always. 
C And also with you. 

 
Please Sit 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                                               Adult Choir  
Be with Me, Lord  --Larson 
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Please stand 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 



9 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Please sit 

LAMB OF GOD 

COMMUNION 
All are welcome to share in communion this morning! Gluten-free wafers are available if 
needed. White grape juice is available in the center of the tray. If  you would like to have 
communion brought to you in the pew, please don't hesitate to raise your hand to catch the 
traveling server's attention and also let the usher know. If you have questions about 
communion, contact Pastor Brad at: pastorbrad@epiphany-lutheran.com. 
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COMMUNION HYMN                 ACS 1017 
Come to Me, O Weary Traveler 
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Please stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of the bread and wine 

that we have shared, strengthen us and unite us in bonds of love and peace. 
C Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A  God of our salvation,  
  we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,    
  reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.  
  Through the body and blood of your Son,  
  may we become Christ’s body in the world,     
  bearing witness to your love for all creation,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
C    Amen 

 
WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE WEEK 
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CLOSING HYMN                           ELW #324 
In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
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