We hope you feel welcomed by our community, inspired by the message

of Jesus today and excited to live that out in the coming week




Welcome To Worship

-

WORSHIP

Worship is a big deal to us.

Something happens in us
and through us when we
gather. Jesus said it this
way: “For where two or
three are gathered in my
name, I am there among
them.” When we gather
together for worship we can
experience the presence of
God in a way that we can’t
on our own. It isn’t just
about learning and it
certainly isn’t about getting
on God’s good side.
Worship is a corporate way
to personally experience (be
in relationship with) God
and others. Welcome!

GIVE

Want an easy way to give
digitally? Scan the QR code
below and head to the give
page of our website for all

the info!
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CONNECT

The best way to stay

connected to Epiphany is
to sign up to receive our
twice per week emails we
call “Connect”. On
Tuesday and Friday we
send out the latest
information about our
ministries, Worship, events
and more.

You can see our most
recent emails by scanning
this QR Code and
following the link. If you
wish, you can even sign up
to receive Connect for
yourselfl The sign up form
is on the same page. Open
your phone's camera and
scan the code below to stay
connected!

EPIPHANY
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NEW

If you are new to Epiphany
we want to tell you a little
about our us. We hope to be
a church that focuses on the
love of Jesus, invites you to
follow Jesus in the way you
live and seeks to spread that
invitation to all people,
including those in the
LGBTQIA+ community, all
family types,
ages and social classes. We
want to
passionately proclaim that

ethnicities,
follow Jesus and
his love is for all. If you
wish to know more about

our welcome and inclusion
statement, visit us here.

We would love to hear a
little bit about you. Scan the
QR code below for an easy
way to let us know what
you think or ask us a
question.

I
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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 12, 2026 ~ 9:00 a.m.

PRELUDE Doug Taylor, piano
Five Songs: Music of Eddie Bonnemere

Wet Saints—Rule of Life—A People Still Unborn—Isn’t It Odd? - Help Me Jesus

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and [ will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



2

OPENING HYMN ELW #796
How Firm a Foundation
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - 'ty tri - als your path - way shall lie,
4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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is laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will still give you  aid;
my grace, all - suf fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ’reign, € - ter - mnal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What more can he say than to  you he has  said
ru strength - en  you, help you, and cause you to  stand,
The  flames shall not hurt you; I on - ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a dorn,
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who un - to the Sav - dor for ref - wuge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand.”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be borne”
Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American
GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our sal - va - tion, let wus
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pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the u - m - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.
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men.




HYMN OF PRAISE
0 Refrain . . . .
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Thisis the feast of vic - to-ry for our God. Al-le -
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1 Wor-thy is  Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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strength, and hon - or, bless-ing, and glo-ry are  his.
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2 Sing with  all the peo-ple of God, and join in the
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hymn of  all cre - a-tion: Bless-ing, hon-or, glo -1y, and
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might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er A - men.
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Al-le - lu-ia,

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your
word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it,
and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and

P
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Lord.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

al-le - lu-ia,

al-le-lu - 1a.




Please sit

READING Isaiah 55:10-13

A

A
C

A reading from Isaiah.

*For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
%iving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

2 For you shall go out in joy

and be led back in peace;

the mountains and the hills before you

shall burst into song,

and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
" Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,

and it shall be to the LorD for a memorial,

for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

9]

i

!

!

NEEE

BEL
N
L 108

——
|

s/l

Al-le - lu - Ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life.

Al -le - Tu

1a.
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GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
P The Gospel according to Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

P
C

Please sit

! That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. > Such
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there,
while the whole crowd stood on the beach. * And he told them many
things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. * And as he
sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. °
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. ® But when the sun
rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away.
7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.
% Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. ° If you have ears, hear!”

'8 «“Hear, then, the parable of the sower. '* When anyone hears the word of
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches
away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. *° As
for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word
and immediately receives it with joy, 2' yet such a person has no root but
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on
account of the word, that person immediately falls away. ** As for what
was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares
of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. %
But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word
and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Monte Stevens



Please stand
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #516
Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast
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1 Al-might-y God, your word is cast like seed in - to the ground;
2 Let not the sly sa - tan-ic foe this ho - ly seed re - move,
3 Let not the world’s de - ceit - ful cares the ris - ing plant de - stroy,
4 So when the pre-cious seed is sown, life - giv - ing grace be - stow,
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now let the dew of heav’'n de-scend and righ-teous fruits a - bound.
but give it root in ev -’ry heart to bring forth fruits of love.
but let it yield a hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.
that all whose souls the truth re- ceive its sav - ing pow’r may know.

Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.
Music: ST. FLAVIAN, J. Day, Psalter, 1562



APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
A Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all of creation.

A Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

A Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we
cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.

C Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please Sit
SPECIAL MUSIC Doug Taylor, guitar

Jesus Is the Rock
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Please stand

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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san-na in the high-est. Ho - san - na in the high - est.
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Please sit
LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION

All are welcome to share in communion this morning! Gluten-free wafers are available if
needed. White grape juice is available in the center of the tray. If you would like to have
communion brought to you in the pew, please don't hesitate to raise your hand to catch the
traveling server's attention and also let the usher know. If you have questions about
communion, contact Pastor Brad at: pastorbrad@epiphany-lutheran.com.

Music: Bread of Life, Jeremy Young, b. 1948

Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION Nancy Blatt, guitar

Please stand

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of the bread and wine
that we have shared, strengthen us and unite us in bonds of love and peace.

C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

C Amen

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE WEEK



Please stand
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CLOSING HYMN ELW #539
Abide, O Dearest Jesus
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1 A - bide, O dear-est Je - sus, a - mong us with your grace,
2 A - bide, O dear Re - deem - er, a - mong us with your word
3 A - bide with heav’'n-ly bright - ness a - mong us, pre - cious Light;
4 A - bide with rich - est bless - ings a - mong us, boun-teous Lord;
5 A - bide, O faith-ful Sav - ior, a - mong us with your Ilove;
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that ¢ - vil may not harm us nor we to sin give place.
and thus now and here - af - ter true peace and joy  af - ford.
your truth di - rect and keep us from er - ror’s gloom-y  night.
let us in grace and wis - dom grow dai - ly through your word.
grant stead-fast-ness and help us to reach our home a - bove.

Text: Josua Stegmann, 1588-1632; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923

Music: CHRISTUS, DER IST MEIN LEIBEN, Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615

DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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