We hope you feel welcomed by our community, inspired by the message

of Jesus today and excited to live that out in the coming week




Welcome To Worship

WORSHIP

Worship is a big deal to us.
Something happens in us
and through us when we
gather. Jesus said it this
way: “For where two or
three are gathered in my
name, I am there among
them.” When we gather
together for worship we can
experience the presence of
God in a way that we can’t
on our own. It isn’t just
about learning and it
certainly isn’t about getting
on God’s good side.
Worship is a corporate way
to personally experience (be
in relationship with) God
and others. Welcome!

GIVE

Want an easy way to give
digitally? Scan the QR code
below and head to the give
page of our website for all

the info!
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CONNECT

The best way to stay
connected to Epiphany is
to sign up to receive our
twice per week emails we

call “Connect”. On
Tuesday and Friday we
send out the latest
information about our

ministries, worship, events
and more.

You can see our most
recent emails by scanning
this QR Code and
following the link. If you
wish, you can even sign up
to receive Connect for
yourself! The sign up form
is on the same page. Open
your phone's camera and
scan the code below to stay
connected!
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EPIPHANY

NEW

If you are new to Epiphany
we want to tell you a little
about us. We hope to be a
church that focuses on the
love of Jesus, invites you to
follow Jesus in the way you
live and seeks to spread that
invitation to all people,
including those in the
LGBTQIA+ community, all
family types, ethnicities,
ages and social classes. We
want to follow Jesus and
passionately proclaim that
his love is for all. If you
wish to know more about
our welcome and inclusion
statement, visit us here.

We would love to hear a
lictle bit about you. Scan the
QR code below for an easy
way to let us know what
you think or ask us a
question.
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Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
October 18, 2026 ~9:00 a.m.

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.
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OPENING HYMN ELW #853
When Morning Guilds the Skies
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I  When morn-ing gilds the  skies, my heart a - wak-ing cries:
2 When mirth for mu - sic longs, this is my song of  songs:
3 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav’n is  known
4 Let all  of hu - man - kind in  this their con - cord find:
5 Sing, sun and stars of space, sing, all who see his face,
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may Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of prayer
than *“Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee - ter - nal Word
may Je - sus Christ be praised! Let all  the earth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion O0’er,
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this rings my cur - few  call: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be  praised!”
thee - ter - nal psalm is  heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
ring joy - ous with the sound: may Je - sus Christ be praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus Christ be  praised!
Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.
Music: LAUDES DOMINI, Joseph Barnby, 1838—1896
GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our sal - va - tion, let wus
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pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the u - m - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
ﬂ [——
p | ! — I
L b & | | |
10y Y - | =
“jj r
Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.
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men.




HYMN OF PRAISE
0 Refrain . . . .
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1 Wor-thy is  Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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strength, and hon - or, bless-ing, and glo-ry are  his.
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2 Sing with  all the peo-ple of God, and join in the
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hymn of  all cre - a-tion: Bless-ing, hon-or, glo -1y, and
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might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er A - men.
N Final refrain . . .
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This is  the feast  of vic - to-r1y for our God,
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Al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le-lu - 1a.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

P

Let us pray. Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you,

let us live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed
by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord.
Amen.




Please sit

READING Isaiah 45:1-7

A A reading from Isaiah.
"Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand I have grasped
to subdue nations before him
and to strip kings of their robes,
to open doors before him—
and the gates shall not be closed:
21 will go before you
and level the mountains;
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze
and cut through the bars of iron;
T will give you the treasures of darkness
and riches hidden in secret places,
so that you may know that it is I, the LorbD,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
* For the sake of my servant Jacob
and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name;
I give you a title, though you do not know me.
>T am the LorD, and there is no other;
besides me there is no god.
I arm you, though you do not know me,
%so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
I am the LorbD, and there is no other.
"1 form light and create darkness,
I make weal and create woe;
I the LorD do all these things.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Please stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - ln - 1a.
GOSPEL Matthew 22:15-22
P The Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

' The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. '° So
they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying,
“Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in
accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for you do not
regard people with partiality. '’ Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful
to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” '8 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said,
“Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? '* Show me the coin
used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. ** Then he said to
them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” *' They answered,
“Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things
that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” ** When they
heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and went away.

P The Gospel of the Lord
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit

SERMON Pastor Brad Gee



Please stand

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #695
As Saints of Old
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I Assaints of old their first-fruits brought of or - chard, flock, and field
2 A world in need now sum-mons us to la- bor, love, and give;
3 In grat-i-tude and hum-ble trust we bringour best to - day
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to God, the giv - er of all good,the source of boun-teous yield,
to make our life an of - fer - ing to God, that all may live.
to serve your cause and  share your love with all a - long life’s way.
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so we to-day first - fruits would bring,the wealth of this good land,
The church of Christ is call - ing us to make the dream come true:
O  God, who gave your -self to us in Je - sus Christ your Son,
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of farm and mar - ket, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand.
a  world re-deemed by  Christ-like love; all life in Christ made new.
teach us to give our - selves each day un - til life’s work is  done.

Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900-1996, alt.
Music: FOREST GREEN, English folk tune

Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.




APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
A Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the
church and the world.

A Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

A Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers
and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please Sit
SPECIAL MUSIC Mike Poyer
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Please stand

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho -ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
n L ] ]
e,
G e s |
heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho - san-na in the
et ‘ — =
4 & ; @ S
P v — | C -
high - est.. Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -
9 — . ! | — T = - -
e o # [ — " — :
S | 1= e H.

san-na in the high-est. Ho - san - na in the high - est.



11
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Please sit
LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION

All are welcome to share in communion this morning! Gluten-free wafers are available if
needed. White grape juice is available in the center of the tray. If you would like to have
communion brought to you in the pew, please don't hesitate to raise your hand to catch the
traveling server's attention and also let the usher know. If you have questions about
communion, contact Pastor Brad at: pastorbrad@epiphany-lutheran.com.

Music: Bread of Life, Jeremy Young, b. 1948

Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW #744
Lord, Be Glorified
0 4 . .
) A I | | ) | | ettty | ey
l’fl“\ % 1 al I al AI | | I | | | I
\‘Jv o 27 et i—‘—h J—J—‘—,l—v

1 In my life, Lord, be glo-ri - fied, be glo-1i - fied;
2 In our song, Lord, be glo-ri - fied, be glo-1i - fied;
3 In  your church, Lord, be glo-ri - fied, be glo-1i - fied;
4 In your world, Lord, be glo-ri - fied, be glo-1i - fied;
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in my life,  Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.
in our song, Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.
in your church, Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.
in your world, Lord, be glo-ri- fied to - day.

Text: Bob Kilpatrick, b. 1952
Music: BE GLORIFIED, Bob Kilpatrick
Text and music © 1978 Bob Kilpatrick Music, assigned 1998 to The Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved.

Please stand

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of the bread and wine
that we have shared, strengthen us and unite us in bonds of love and peace.

C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
C Amen

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE WEEK



Please stand
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CLOSING HYMN ELW #824
This Is My Father’s World
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I This is my Fa-ther’'s world, and to my lis-t'ning ears all
2 This is my Fa-ther's world; the birds their car-ols raise; the
3 This is my Fa-ther’'s world; oh, let me not for - get that,
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na - ture sings, and round me rings the mu - sic of the  spheres.
morn - ing light, the lil - y white, de - clare their mak - er’s  praise.
though the wrong seems oft so strong,God is the rul - er yet.
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This is my Fa-ther’'s world; [ rest me in the thought of
This is my Fa-ther’s world; he shines in all that’s fair. In the
This is my Fa-ther’s world; why should my heart be sad? The
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rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the won - ders wrought.
rus - tling grass [ hear him pass; he speaks to  me ev-ry-where.
Lord is king, let heav-en ring; God reigns, let earth be glad!

Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901

Music: TERRA PATRIS, Franklin L. Sheppard,

DISMISSAL
A

C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

18521930, adapt.

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
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