
 

 



 

 



 

 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 6, 2026 ~ 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

PRELUDE                                                                              

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Please stand 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love  
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 



2 

 

OPENING HYMN                           ELW #843 
Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

 
 
 

 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.                
C  And also with you. 
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KYRIE         
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HYMN OF PRAISE         

(con’t) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpet-

ual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us every-
thing that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C Amen. 
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Please sit 

READING     Ephesians 2:14-22 

A   A reading from Ephesians. 
  

14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both into one and has broken 
 down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us, 15 abolishing the 
 law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself 
 one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 16 and might 
 reconcile both to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death 
 that hostility through it. 17 So he came and proclaimed peace to you who 
 were far off and peace to those who were near, 18 for through him both of us 
 have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then, you are no longer 
 strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and also 
 members of the household of God, 20 built upon the foundation of the 
 apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone; 21 in 
 him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in 
 the Lord, 22 in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling 
 place for God.  
 
A The word of the Lord.     
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Please stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL             Matthew 18:15-20. 
 
 

P The Gospel according to Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 [Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, 
 go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are 
 listened to, you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, 
 take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be 
 confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person 
 refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to 
 listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax 
 collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
 heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 
 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you 
 ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or 
 three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
 
P The Gospel of the Lord            
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please sit 

SERMON                  Pastoral Intern Tony Maggio 
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Please stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY                     ELW #603 
God, When Human Bonds Are Broken 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS 
A   Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, 
 confident that God hears us.  
 
A         Lord, in your mercy,  
C   hear our prayer. 
 

A   Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and 
whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  

C         Amen. 

 
PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with  you always. 
C And also with you. 

 
Please Sit 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                                               Adult Choir  
Carole Bockey, organ 

 
 

I Will Praise the Name of the Lord  -Young 
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Please stand 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Please sit 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
 

COMMUNION 
All are welcome to share in communion this morning! Gluten-free wafers are available if 
needed. White grape juice is available in the center of the tray. If  you would like to have 
communion brought to you in the pew, please don't hesitate to raise your hand to catch the 
traveling server's attention and also let the usher know. If you have questions about 
communion, contact Pastor Brad at: pastorbrad@epiphany-lutheran.com. 
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COMMUNION HYMN                 ELW #716 
Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace 

 
Please stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of the bread and wine 

that we have shared, strengthen us and unite us in bonds of love and peace. 
C Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A  Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and  
  abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy  
  world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
  following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
C    Amen 

 
WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE WEEK 
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Please stand 

CLOSING HYMN          Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                  ELW #631 

 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.               
C Thanks be to God. 
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