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Second Sunday of Advent 
December 7, 2025 ~ 9:00 a.m. 

 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION FOR ADVENT 
P O God, you search us out and know us 
 and all that we are is open to you. 
 We confess that we have sinned: 
C In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us. 
 
P When we scoff at those who await your coming  
 and live as though you were never here: 
C In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us. 
 
P When we long for you to come and change the world  
 and yet we are unwilling to change our own hearts: 
C In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us. 
 
P When we do not make straight paths for justice 
 nor offer a welcome when you come as a stranger: 
C In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us. 
 
P When we dismiss prophets and angels 
 and refuse to nourish the faith that is within us: 
C In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us. 
 
P When we reduce our preparation for your coming 
 to reckless expenses and trivialities: 
C In your mercy, Lord, forgive us and heal us. 
 
P We turn to you,  
 God of infinite mercy. 
 We wait patiently 
 For the one who forgives all; 
 Jesus our Lord. 
C Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN                       ELW #242 
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn 
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you.  
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE         ELW #244 vs. 4 

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only 

Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen  
 
 
LIGHTING THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE 

 

Lighting of the candle of hope and love 

 

R1 God shows mercy and love to all people, from one generation to the next. 

R2 We come to the Lord for comfort and healing. We rest in God when we 
 are troubled. 

 

R1 God is our refuge and strength, a help always near in times of trouble. 

R2 We stand in the presence of the Lord, full of awe and wonder. 

 

R1 God has come to the aid of his servants, remembering his mercy, just as 
 he promised to our ancestors. 

R2 We glorify the Lord with all our hearts. In our very depths we rejoice in 
 God our Savior. 

 

We light the candles of hope and love. 

 

(The candles are lit.) 

 

R1 God shows us mercy and deep compassion. The dawn of heaven breaks 
 upon us, giving light to those sitting in darkness. On this second Sunday 
 of Advent, we light the candle of love. Because of God’s great love, he 
 sends a messenger to teach us salvation and forgiveness. God rescues us 
 that we might serve God in love and without fear. We seek to be a people 
 prepared for the Lord. 
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Please sit 

READING     Micah 6:8 

A   A reading from Micah. 
 
  8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, 

  and what does the Lord require of you 
 but to do justice and to love kindness 
  and to walk humbly with your God?  

 

 

A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             
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GOSPEL READINGS Matthew 25:35-40 and Luke 2:1-7 
 

P The Gospel according to Matthew and Luke. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

   35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
 something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was     
 naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I 
 was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, 
 ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food or thirsty 
 and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a 
 stranger and welcomed you or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when 
 was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king 
 will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 
 these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me.’  
 
   1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
 should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while 
 Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be     
 registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to  
 Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
 from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with 
 Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While 
 they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave 
 birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him 
 in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room.  
 
P The Gospel of the Lord 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Please sit 

SERMON                                                Pastor Brad Gee 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                 ELW #253 
He Came Down 
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ADVENT AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
A Please join me in the Advent Affirmation of Faith 
C We believe in God,  
 creator and lover of all of creation. 
 

 We believe in Jesus, 
 God coming to us in the fragile promise 
 of a baby yet unborn who will emerge as our herald of hope. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 who implants seeds of faith, brings us to birth 
 as the body of Christ, and empowers us with the gift of God’s love. 
 

 We believe in the coming reign of God,  
 that draws near to us in Jesus, and will be consummated 
 when God's desire for all of creation is fulfilled. 
 

 For the coming of that day 
 we pray: Come, Lord Jesus, Come!  
 

 
PRAYERS 
A   In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting 

your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.  
A         Lord, in your mercy,  
C   hear our prayer. 
 

A   Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.  

C         Amen. 

 
PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 
Please sit 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                                          Adult Choir  
                                         We Wait for Thee  -Johnson   
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
LORD’S PRAYER  
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
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Please sit 

JESUS, LAMB OF GOD 

 
COMMUNION 
All are welcome to share in communion this morning! Gluten-free wafers are 
available if needed. White grape juice is available in the center of the tray. If 
you would like to have communion brought to you in the pew, please don't 

hesitate to raise your hand to catch the traveling server's attention and also let 
the usher know. If you have questions about communion, contact Pastor Brad 
at: pastorbrad@epiphany-lutheran.com. 
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COMMUNION HYMN     ELW #257 vs. 1-4  
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
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Stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of the bread and wine 

that we have shared, strengthen us and unite us in bonds of love and peace. 
C Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A God our host, 
 at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. 
 Send us forth, eager to share the feast, 
 welcome the stranger, 
 and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 
C Amen 
 
 
WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE WEEK 
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CLOSING HYMN                        ELW #259 
Fling Wide the Door 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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